ODIUM GEOLOGICUM.                   387

Did the enthusiasm of the moment lead the writer to forget
the very marked ' odium' which had been evoked during the
early Devonian warfare ? Had the angry words of Mac-
culloch vanished from his memory ? It was well, indeed,
that they should, but not without leaving behind them just
trace enough to keep him, even in the glow of excitement,
from painting in too rosy a hue the intercourse of men whom
even the brotherhood of science could not save from the
ordinary frailties of humanity. To his eulogistic language
the geological doings of after years furnished a comment of
bitter irony, since his own name, to his deep grief indeed,
and most unwillingly on his part, came to stand out pro-
minently in the most noted instance of the odium geologi-
cum which the history of British science has yet offered.
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